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HNC Board of Directors 1992-93 

The 

Hamilton 

Naturalists' Club promotes public interest 


conservation ana apprecj.ai.Jion ui uui n<uuiai ^ ^ 

from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field 
events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season 
may be obtained from the Membership Director. The Hamilton Naturalists Club is 
a registered charitable organization and all donations above the regular 
membership fee are tax deductible. 





NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Monday, December 14, 1992; 8:00 p.a. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium, 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington 

'' The Ecology of Ja«es Bay '' 

Dr. Paul Prevet t 

The Hudson Bay Lowlands stretch nearly 1000 km north from the last outcrop of the 
Canadian Shield and occupy fully 1/4 of Ontario, including Polar Bear Provincial 
Park (three times the size of Algonquin). Paul Prevett, from the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, is a recognized authority on the wildlife and ecology of this 
vast landscape. 

********* 

Monday, January 11, 1993; 8:00 p.«. 

"A lkonquin Park: 1D0 Years and Counting " 

W. J. Brown 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium, 

680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington 

Renindcr: Bring your mugs to the meetings 1 —disposable cups are not available 

********* 

Monday, Dece*ber 21; 7:30 p.n. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd., Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session, and a workshop, film or set of slides about 
some aspect of birds. If you're a beginner bird-watcher, come out to learn more 
about birds. If you're an expert birder, come out to share your knowledge and 
enthusiasm. This month will feature: 

-Janet Snaith and Bruce Duncan—binding in the Florida Keys and 
Dry Tortugas. 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan (-519) 622-4709 
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NOTICE OF DPCOMING FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday. December 2 6 

HAMILTON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
This continent-wide event has been an 
annual tradition for many years for 
local birders. It also provides 
useful data on wintering bird 
populations. The Hamilton count has 
consistently been one of the best in 
the province for diversity of 
species. To ensure good coverage, 
new participants are always needed. 
If you have participated previously, 
call Mark to confirm your territory. 
Pot-luck supper to follow. 

Compiler: Mark Jennings 335-5210 

Monday. December 28 

FISHERVILLE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 
The circle for this relatively new 
count includes Cayuga, the Grand 
River south of York and part of the 
Lake Erie shoreline east of 
Nanticoke. Pa£t counts have produced 
record numbers of hawk and owl 
species. There is a participation 
fee of $5.00 U.S. to allow for 
publication of the Count results in 
American Birds . Cali John for 
details. 

Compiler: John Miles 

(519) 587-5223 

Friday. January 1 10- 12 a.m. 

RED HILL VALLEY NEW YEAR'S HIKE 
There will be a family hike in the 
Red Hill Valley to celebrate the 
100th Anniversary of Provincial Parks 
in Ontario (1893-1993). Meet at the 
Red Hill Bowl Park parking lot at the 
intersection of King St. East and 
Lawrence Road, Call John or Don if 
you require additional information. 
Leaders: John Struger 547-5116 
Don McLean 664-3796 


S unday . January 10 

DUCK COUNT 

Become part of the North American¬ 
wide waterfowl census and count ducks 
on Lake Ontario from Bronte Harbour 
to Fifty Point and the adjacent 
waters. This important work takes 
only half a day and is easy to do. 
These counts help to monitor bird 
populations and indicate any 
fluctuations. Call George for your 
area. Please note change of date. 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 

Sunday. January 10 _ 1:30-3:00 p.m. 

WILDLIFE TRACKING WORKSHOP 
Fine-tune your senses and get on the 
right track in Nature Observation. 
Join staff naturalist, Beth Stormont, 
as she tracks down the inhabitants of 
the Dundas Valley. Remember to dress 
warmly and wear sturdy footwear. 
Enrolment is limited, so pre-register 
early. $2.00 per person / $5.00 per 
family. 

Phone 525-2181 ext, 47 to register. 

Sunda y. January 24 1-3 p.m. 

NATIVE HERBAL WORKSHOP 
1993 is The Year of Indigenous People 
and to celebrate the HRCA are 
offering this special workshop with 
Janice Longboat, an Iroquois from the 
Six Nations Reserve, natural health 
practitioner, and lecturer at both 
the University of Toronto and Mohawk 
College, Janice will introduce you 
to Holistic Healing and guide you 
through understanding the properties 
of certain herbs and their role in 
traditional native medicine. This 
will be a popular workshop and 
enrolment is limited so pre-register 
early. Cost: $7.00 / per person. 
Call 525-2181 ext. 47 to register. 
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Sunday. January 31 2:00 p.m. 

WINTER BIRDING 

This outing will show you how 
exciting a winter outing can be. 
Dress warmly for this hilly walk. 
Meet at the McCormick Trail entrance 
off Hwy. 99 in Dundas. 

Leader: Beth Stormont 627-7657 


HAVE YOU SEEN A BALD EAGLE IN WINTER? 

J# 

If you have in the past, or if you do this winter, what was it feeding on and 
where? 

The answer to these questions will be of great help to our work in understanding 
the routes by which toxic chemicals get into the eagles's eggs. Surprisingly, 
very little information is available on wintering Bald Eagles in the Great Lakes 
basin, despite the prominence of this species. 

What, we would like to know is: 

1. The type of food item the Bald Eagle was feeding on (i.e. 
deer/mammal carcass, duck, gull, fish). 

2. The area in which the eagle was hunting (i.e. lake, river, woodlot). 

3. Date and general location. 

4. Location of any overnight roost-sites (so that regurgitated pellets 
could be collected). 

Please contact Chip Weseloh or Pete Ewins at Canadian Wildlife Service, CCIW, 
Box 5050, Burlington, Ontario L7R 4A6. Phone: (416) 336-4968. 

Fax: (416) 336-6434 Res: (416) 767-7492 



Sunday. January 17 9:30 a.m, 

HAWKS AND OWLS 

Join us as we search the countryside 
for hawks, owls and other winter 
birds. Dress warmly and bring a 
thermos. Meet at Hagersville High 
School, opposite the Hospital, on the 
east side of town. 

Leader: John Miles (519) 587-5223 


******* 
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

By John Struger 


On behalf of the Club's Executive I would like to extend best wishes for 
the Holiday's and a healthy and prosperous New Year to all of you. I hope your 
festive season is full of peace and tranquillity and that one of your New Year's 
resolutions is to continue your participation in natural history enjoyment. 

There are a number of Club activities scheduled over the Christmas holidays 
including the Christmas Bird Count on Boxing Day, a New Year's Day Hike in the 
Red Hill Valley, arid a waterfowl count on January 10th. These activities are 
organized by Club members, not only for your enjoyment, but also to assist in the 
collection of information on wintering bird populations and to point out 
significant locations for nature enjoyment in our Region. 

The New Year will be an exciting one for the Club. We will complete the 
Natural Areas Inventory Project for Hamil ton--Wentworth Region and we should also 
begin to see physical initiatives to improve fish and wildlife habitat in 
Hamilton Harbour. Our Club has been involved with these projects from their 
beginning, and through them, we have been instrumental in directing positive 
actions to significantly improve the local environment. 

In 1993, we will learn whether we can increase the size of the Spooky 
Hollow Sanctuary by purchasing the Latornell Property. We will continue to 
distribute our "Naturally Hamilton" brochure. This brochure clearly illustrates 
the importance and value of protecting natural areas, and highlights many areas 
that exist locally. The Nature Walkathon in June, will increase public awareness 
of the importance of greenways,. and raise funds for the construction of a hiking 
trail along the Jerseyville train line. 

It should be a very exciting year for the Hamilton Naturalists' Club! 
Please join us and help us achieve our objectives. 

********* 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

By Jean Stollard 

g everyone is aware by now, last month the Wood Duck set a new standard 
for lateness. In March, for reasons best known to themselves, the Post Office 
cancelled our 2nd Class mailing privileges. Since the difference in cost between 
1st. and 2nd class mail is significant, an appeal was made and we were allowed to 
continue mailing the Duck using 2nd class postage while the appeal was being 
considered. Somehow, last month, the notice of that appeal was removed from the 
computer and we were not allowed to mail the Wood Duck as usual. Three weeks 
passed before the Post Office corrected its error and the Wood Duck was mailed. 
On behalf of the Executive, I would like to thank Norm Ralston and Doug McCallutn 
for taking on the task of battling the bureaucracy of the Post Office and. 
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through persistent effort, ensuring that the error was corrected. Our appeal is 
still under review but we have been assured that the notice of that appeal is 
once more in the computer and we can mail the Wood Duck on time. 

The Post Office was not the only one to make a mistake last month. In a 
masterful move while transcribing the new Executive list, I combined the phone 
number of uur current Past President, Doug McCallum with that of our former Past 
President, Bill Randall. The correct phone number for Doug McCallum is 383-9844. 
I regret the inconvenience experienced by anyone trying to call Doug. 

Please note that the date for the Duck Count listed in the Field Events 
Calendar for 1992-93, has been changed. The new date is Sunday, January 10th. 

I would like to start a "Letters to the Editor" column to be used by members of 
our club to express their concerns and opinions about matters relating to the 
HNC's goals and objectives-. Letters will be used at the Editors discretion and 
may be adjusted for length. Please sign your name and include your phone number 
as anonymous letters cannot be printed and I will want to talk to anyone whose 
letter must be edited. 

I am also looking for someone interested in doing book reviews for the Wood 
Duck. These would be short reviews (approximately 3GQ-400 words) of recent books 
on natural history, environmental topics or travel books with a focus on nature. 
Anyone interested can reach me at (416) 634-3538. 

********* 

The following two poems were written by Annabeth Klyve, the mother of one 
of our members, Jan Klyve, while on a visit from Norway. She has visited Canada 
several times over the past five years. Although she must rely on two crutches 
at all times, she has observed 150-160 species of birds in this area. 


A bird 

A flower 

Flying high 

By token 

In the sky 

I watch and 

Of words unspoken. 

Sigh 

A f1owe r 

Asking why 

A gift of love 

Cannot 

I 

Fly? 

From above. 

A flower 

Lovely and slender 

Was I a bird 

I'd fly 

My love so tender'. 

High 

A flower 

Happy 

In the hand of man 

Free 

Hold it if you can. 

Into the blue 


To meet you! 



Annabeth Klyve 
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1992 HAMILTON FALL BIRD CODNT 

by Bill Lamond 

The 19th annual Hamilton Fall Bird Count was held on Sunday November 1, 
1992. With the count occurring at the earliest date possible (always the first 
Sunday in November), participants were looking forward to observing more late 
migrants than usual. However, this was not the case. Cold weather at the end 
of October had pushed most migrants southwards and windy conditions on count 
day kept land bird totals and diversity lew. A total of 126 species were 
recorded which is one above the 18 year average of 125 species. There were also 
5 other species seen during the count period (day before and day after count) and 
in addition, an Eared Grebe was present at the Tollgate Ponds from 15 August 
until 3 November although it. was not observed during the count period. 

All fall counts have their surprises and this count was no exception. 
Three species were new additions for the count. Certainly the premier sighting 
of this count was the Gyrfalcon observed from Van Wagners Beach. Not only was 
this the first count record but it is one of few records ever for the Hamilton 
Study Area. Also new to the count were 8 Sandhill Cranes, observed flying over 
the Glen Morris Bridge. This species definitely seems to be coming more common 
as a migrant in southern Ontario and its addition to the count was not 
surprising. The other first for the count was the Great Egret observed along Mud 
Street in Stoney Creek. The most interesting passerine record was the immature 
Northern Oriole recorded at Kings Forest. Surprisingly, this was not the first 
count record but was actually the third record. Other noteworthy sightings 
included an unidentified rail in the Bronte area. This bird was flushed, and 
unfortunately was not seen well enough to be assigned to species. Although it 
is likely that this bird was a Virginia Flail, it is possible that it. was a Sora. 
Other highlights included the 2nd count records of Peregrine Falcon, Gray 
Partridge and Red Phalarope, the 3rd count record of Merlin, the. 4th' count 
records of Golden Eagle and Black-legged Kittiwake and the 5th count record of 
Rough-winged Swallow. 

Several species were recorded in very low numbers. Pectoral Sandpiper was 
missed for the first time in 19 counts and only an "11th hour" report saved the 
Ruffed Grouse from a similar fate. Evening Grosbeak was missed for only the 
second time, and Common Snipe and Common Yellowthroat. were missed for only the 
third time. Species recorded in record-low numbers included Ruffed Grouse, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Song Sparrow, and Dark-eyed Junco. Other species in near reco'rd-low 
numbers were Killdeer, Dunlin, Yellow-rumped Warbler, American Tree Sparrow and 
Swamp Sparrow. Conversely, there were a few species recorded in above average 
numbers. Although numbers of most duck species were below average, Ring-necked 
Duck, Oldsquaw, and Black Scoter were recorded in record-high numbers. The 22 
Sanderlings observed, was well above the previous high of 7 and the 18 year 
average of just over one per count. Passerine totals were generally lower than 
usual although a few species, such as American Crow and American Robin, were at 
record-high levels. Most significant, however, was the total for Golden-crowned 
Kinglet.. The total of 939 birds was well over the previous high of'409 in 1990 
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despite the windy conditions on count day. 

Area C overed: Selected areas within a 40.2 km radius of Dundurn Castle, 
Hamilton, Ontario, to include: the Lake Ontario shoreline from Port Credit to 
Beamsville; the Conservation Areas of Christie, Binbrook, Fifty Point, 
Mountsberg, Valens, Iroquois Heights, Dundas Valley, Governors Road, Rattlesnake 
Point, Hilton Falls and Spencer Gorge; Rock Chapel Sanctuary; Lake Medad; 
Puslinch, Mohawk and Dunmark Lakes; Chedoke Reservoir; Sassafras, Bronte, and 
Bur 1oak Woods; Cootes Paradise; Woodland and White Chapel Cemeteries; Kings 
Forest ; Bronte, Rattray and Van Wagners Marshes; Beverly Swamp; Heridrie Valley; 
Hamilton Harbour; Windermere Basin; Sinithville, Grimsby and Cainsville Sewage 
Ponds; Spring Valley, Red Hill, Bronte and Oakville Creek ravines; and the Grand 
River from Cayuga to Cambridge. 

Sunday . November 1. 1992: 4:30 a.ra. to 5:15 p.m. Temperature: 1.5'C to 2.5‘C. 
Winds ENE, notable at sunrise and increasing to an average speed of 28.3 kin/hr. 
gust ing to 56 km/hr. Mostly cloudy. 76 observers in 42 parties. Total party 
hours: 270.5. 

Species: Underlined totals represent record high numbers unless specified as 
record low; underlined species require documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records 
Committee, except for Gyrfalcon which requires documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. 

Common Loon 30; Pied-billed Grebe 10; Horned Grebe 16; Red-necked Grebe 62; 
Double-crested. Cormorant. 24; Great Blue Heron 43; Great Egret 1 (GL,DL); Black- 
crowned Night-Heron 11; Tundra Swan 4; Mute Swan 29; Snow Goose 1; Brant 10; 
Canada Goose 5,197; Wood Duck 14; Green-winged Teal 285; American Black Duck 219; 
Mallard 1,589; Northern Pintail 40; Northern Shoveler 54; Gadwall 195; American 
Wigeon 383; Canvasback 6; Redhead 65; Ring-necked Duck 379 ; Lesser Scaup 1,137; 
Greater Scaup 2,483; Oldsquaw 3.762 ; Black Scoter 88? Surf Scoter 2; White-winged 
Scoter 62; Common Goldeneye 673; Bufflehead 333; Hooded Merganser 58; Common 
Merganser 128; Red-breasted Merganser 232; Ruddy Duck 68; Turkey Vulture 3; 
Northern Harrier 11; Sharp-shinned Hawk 15; Cooper's Hawk 4; Northern Goshawk 1; 
Red-shouldered Hawk 5; Rough-legged Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 192; Golden Eagle 2; 
Merlin 2; American Kestrel 72; Peregrine Falcon 1 (GAM); Gvrfalcon 1 (Metal.)-, 
Ring-neckcd Pheasant 6; Ruffed Grouse 1 (low); Gray Partridge 4; Rail sp. 1 (MJ) ; 
American Coot 99; Sandhill Cra ne 8 (MB,HW,MW); Killdeei 61; Black-bellied Plover 
2; Greater Yellowlegs 12; Lesser Ye 1lowlegs . 9; Sanderling 22; White-rumped 
Sandpiper 1; Dunlin 90; American Woodcock 2; Red Pbalaropo 1 (BCr,BH); Parasitic 
Jaeger 4, Jaeger sp. 3; Black-legged Kittiwake 1; Bonaparte's Gull 59; Ring¬ 
billed Gull 10,511; Herring Gull 2,190; Great Black-backed Gull 173; Rock Dove 
1,026; Mourning Dove 585; Eastern Screech Owl 8; Great Horned Owl 5; Snowy Owl 
1; Belted Kingfisher 17; Red-bellied Woodpecker 1; Downy Woodpecker 92; Hairy 
Woodpecker J_8 (low); Northern Flicker 31; Pileated Woodpecker 4; Horned Lark 21; 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1; Blue Jay 695, American Crow 3,024 ; Black-capped 
Chickadee 1,242; Wh ite-breasted Nuthatch 62; Red-bre3Sted Nuthatch 5; Brown 
Creeper 27; Carolina Wren 16; Winter Wren 21; Golden-crowried Kinglet 939 : Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet 21; Eastern Bluebird 20; Hermit Thrush 10; American Robin 4,430 ; 
Northern Mockingbird 28; American Pipit 4; Cedar Waxwing 936; Northern Shrike 2; 
European Starling 66,582; Yellow-rumped Warbler 5; Northern Cardinal 376; 
American Tree Sparrow 334; Chipping Sparrow 3; Field Sparrow 5; Fox Sparrow 19; 
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Song Sparrow 52 (low); Swamp Sparrow 11; White-throated Sparrow 211; White- 
crowned Sparrow S; Dark-eyed Junco 612 (low); Lapland Longspur 1; Snow Bunting 
41; Red-winged Blackbird 2,362 ; Eastern Meadowlark 8; Rusty Blackbird 125; Common 
Grackle 52; Brown-headed Cowbird 90; Northern Oriole 1 (GN); Purple Finch 10; 
House Finch 599; White-winged Crossbill 1; Common Redpoll 1; American Goldfinch 
375; House Sparrow 759. 

Total: 126 species; 117,362 individuals. 

Seen day before or day after count, but. not on count day: Red-throated Loon, 
Glaucous Gull, Short-eared Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, Eastern Phoebe. 

Observers: Mary Beaver, Hazel Broker, Mike Cadman, Barb Charlton, Rosalind 
Chaundy, Dawn Christ.ilaw, Jack Christilaw, Michael Clark, George Coker, Ted Cole, 
Rob Crawford, Bill Crins, Bob Curry, Keith Dieroff, Rob Dobos, Jim Dowall, Gavin 
Edmondstone, Lois Evans, Luc Fazio, Sheila Forbes, Denys Gardiner, Alex Gray, Ben 
Harms, Brian Henshaw, Jim Heslop, S. Hewitt, Ray-Hughes, Mark Jennings, Karen 
Kidzee, Ursula Kolster, Albert Kuhnigh, Bill Lamond (compiler), Randy Lauft, 
Dennis Lewington, Gwen Lewington, Stan Long, Bernie Lukasiuk, Wolfgang Luft, Doug 
McCallum, Bruce Mackenzie, Stewart Mackenzie, Kevin McLaughlin, Greg Meek, S. 
Meek, F. Merton, George A. Meyers, Lore]ie Mitchell, George Naylor, Magne 
Osteras, Rose Peterson, Jeff Pokier!, Mary Pomfret, Norm Pomfret, Jim Pringle, 
Anne Reid, Tom Reid, Paul Rose, Don Rosebush, Jeff Skevington, Bill Smith, Ian 
Smith, Paul Smith, Rick Snider, Bob Stamp, Mike Street, Sam Tabone, Peter Van 
Dykcn, Rohan van Twest, Rob Waldhuber, Harry Walker, Marie Walker, Phil Walker, 
Pam Watts, Reir.der Westerhoff, Carol Wilkinson, Brian Wylie, Bryan Wyatt 
(Hamilton Naturalists' Club, South-Peel Naturalists' Club, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Field Naturalists, Guelph Field Naturalists). 


* * * * * i * 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

By Rob Dobos & Mark Jennings 

Number of species recorded to August 31, 1992 -266. For underlined species or 
dates a written documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee 
(HBRC). Capitalized species are provincial rarities requiring documentation by 
the Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC). 

Observers: Drew Campbell (DC), Barb Charlton (BC), Michael Clark (MC), Ted Cole 
(TC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Bruce Duncan (BD>, Gavin Edmonstone 
(GE), Alf Epp (AE), Luis Evans (LE), Robert Finlayson (RF), Marcya Foster (MF), 
Anna-Marie Galan (AG), Chris Gardiner (CG), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen 
Gardiner (KG), Mary Cartshore (MG), Steve Hewitt (SH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Bill 
Lamond (BL), Wolfgang Luft (WL), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Erwin Meissner (EM), John 
Miles (JM), Dave Moore (DM), Paul Rose (PR), Kayo Roy (KR), Al Smith (AS), Bill 
Smith CBS'), John Smith (JS), Mike Street (MS), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Harry Walker 
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(HW), Marie Walker (MW), D.V. Chip Weseloh (DVW), Brian Wylie (BW), Wilf Yusek 


(-WY), Many Observers 

(m.obs.). 



Legend: 


Plumages: 

Counties/Regions: 

* -first occurrence 

for the 

m. -male 

Brant [£/?} 

year 


f. -female 

Hal ton [HL] 

F -first occurrence 

for the 

ad. -adult 

Haldimand-Norfi 

migration 


win. -winter 

[ HN ] 

L -last occurrence 

for the 

alt. -alternate 

Hami11 on-Wentwo 

migration 


imm. -immature 

um 

terr. -on breeding territory 

juv. -juvenile 

Niagara [AG] 



1st sum -first summer 

Peel [ PL] 

Note: Grimsby Sewage 

Ponds was 

2nd ' sum -second 

Waterloo [ WT] 

formerly referred to as "Winona 

summer 

Wellington [WL] 

Sewage Ponds" 




JUNE. JULY & AUGUST 1992 




Common Loon: One 1st sum was on the Harbour near CC1W [HW] Jun 8 (RD); 12 birds, 
mostly adults, were counted along the Lake Ontario shoreline from Rattray Marsh 
[PL] to Shoreaeres [HL] Jun 20 (KM); 3 flew over the Burlington Beachstrip [ HL ] 
Aug 13 F (RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Jun 21 (RD); 1 juv. at 
Tollgate Ponds [HW] Aug 16F-26 (KMjm.obs,), 

Red-necked Grebe: One was at the Hydro Islands [HW] Jun 11 (RD) ; counts of the 
birds summering on the Lake off Shoreaeres included: 13 on Jun 30 (GE), 12 on Jul 
6, 2(> on Jul 22, and 24 on Jul 29 (RD) ; 1 was at Bronte Harbour [HL] Jul 11 (GE) . 
Eared Greb e : Two ad. (1 alt.,1 win.) were at Tollgate Ponds Aug 15F-29 
(SH,AE;m.obs.). This is the fourth consecutive fall for this species at this 
site. 

Double-crested Cormorant: A total of 580 and 12 nests were counted at the 

Tollgate Ponds and Hydro (Farrc) Island colonies, respectively, on Jun 17 (DVW). 
This is almost a 50 % increase from 1991 nestings on the Harbour. About 800 were 
off Shoreaeres Aug 11 (RD) ; 1 was at. Paper Mill Pond, Brantford [RRj Aug 23 (BL); 
260 were off Bronte [HL] Aug 30 (MJ); 22 were at Christie C.A. [ HW] Aug 31 (RD). 
Least Bittern: One was on terr. at Dundas Marsh | HW] Jun 9 (RF). 

American Bittern: One was on terr. at Safari & Cooper's Rds [HW] Jun 6 (RC,LE); 
1 was over Crieff Bog [WL] Aug 1 (RD,BC). 

Great Egret: One was at Dundas Marsh Aug 12 F (RD et al .); 1 was at Ofield Rd 
f. 4th Cone [ HW] Aug 30 (KM). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: The nesting colony at Tollgate Ponds, had 127 nests, 
while another 5 nests were found on the Hydro (Farre) Islands Jun 17 (DVW), a 100 
% increase from last, year's total nestings for the Harbour. 

Mute Swan: 2 ad.,4 juv. were at Coronation Park, Oakville [HL] and 2 ad,,4 juv. 
were at Rattray Marsh Jun 20 (KM). 

Brant : Four were at LaSalle Marina [//(/] Jun 3-SL (MJ;KM;RD). 

Wood Duck: One f.,5 juv, were at Smithville Sewage Ponds [A't7] Jun .7 (KM); 1 f.,2 
juv. were at Dundas Marsh Aug 12 (RD et a/.). 

Green-winged Teal: Up to 6 were at Windermere Basin Jun 17-23 (RD;KM); !m,,If. 
were at Dundas Marsh Jul 2 (RD). 

American Black Duck: Three rn. were at Windermere Basin Jun 17 F (RD). 

Northern Pintail: Three m.,1 f. were at Windermere Basin Jun 7-14 (KM;RD); 1 in. 
was at Giimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 14 (KM). A brood of 8 chicks was found with a hen 
at Windermere on Jun 26 (AE), providing the first definite breeding record for 
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Haitii 1 ton-Wentwortli Region; the number of young had diminished to 4 by Jul 12 
(KM,RD); these were joined by 4 other f. Jul 23-on (RD;KM) . One m. was at 
Tollgate Ponds Jul 3-6 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: One m. was at Windermere Basin Jun 17 F (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Up to 5 were at Windermere Basin Jun 7-13 (KM;RD); 3 f. were 
at Windermere Jul 12 (KM); 20 were at Tollgate Ponds Aug 25 (KM). 

Gadwall: About 450 were at Tollgate Ponds Aug 4 (RD). 

American Wigeon: Two were at Windermere Basin Jun 14-22 (RD); 7 were at Tollgate 
Ponds Jul 12 (KM). 

Chilac Wigeori: A male present at Tollgate Ponds ftom Jun 28-Aug 29 at least. 
(KM ;m. obs.) was likely an escaped captive; it is native to extreme, southern South 
America. 

Canvasback: One m. was at Tollgate Ponds Jun 7-Jul 6 (KM;RD;m.obs.) and was then 
at Windermere Basin Jul 25-Aug 30 (KM). 

Redhead: Two were at Tollgate Ponds Jun 7 (KM); 1 was at Windermere Basin Juri 
14 (RD); a f. was at Tollgate Ponds Jul 6, and was joined by 2 m. Jul 23 (RD). 
Greater Scaup: One m. present at Tollgate Ponds Jun 7-20 was joined by a second 
m. Jun 28-Jul 19 (KM,in .obs.). 

Lesser Scaup: Seven m., 1 f, were present at Windermere Basin or Tollgate Ponds 
Jun 8-Jul 12 (RD;KM;m.obs.); 1 m. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 15 (RD). 
Oldsquaw: One f. was at PetroCanada Pier [777 ] Jun 20 (KM) and Jul 5 (GE) . 

White-winged Scoter: One was off Burloak Park [HI,] Jun 2 L (MJ). 

Common Goldeneye: One was at Bronte Jun 2 (MJ); one 1st sum m. was. off Maple 
Grove Dr, Oakville [ 777,] Jun 20 (KM). 

Bufflehead: An ad. in. was off Maple Grove Dr,, Oakville Jun 20 (KM). 

Hooded Merganser: One f. was,at Bronte Harbour Jun 13 L (GE); 1 f. was at 
Tollgate Ponds Jul 25' F (KM>; 4 f. types were at Copetown Bog East [HW\ Aug 6 
(PR); 2 were off Bronte Aug 7 (GE). 

Common Merganser: One m.,1 f. were present near the Hydro Islands Jun 11 L (RD). 
Red-breasted Merganser: One was off Bronte Jun 2 (MJ) ; 1 f. was at Tollgate 
Ponds Jun 7 (KM); 6 were along the Oakville lakeshore Jun 20 (KM). 

Ruddy Duck: A f. was at Windermere Basin Jun 7-17 (KM;RD) ; 1 m. was at Tollgate 
Ponds Jun 28F-Jul 2 (KM;RD); 3 were there Aug 25 (KM). 

Turkey Vulture: One was over Bronte Aug 2 F (GE). 

Osprey: One was seen on the Grand River at Brantford [/?/?] Jun 18 (BL); 1 was at. 
Woodland Cemetery [77(7] Jul 9 F (RD) ; 1 was over Brantford Jul 15 (DG, BL) ; 2 were 
at Dundas Marsh Aug 12 (RD et al.)\ 1 flew past. CCIW Aug 13 (RD) ; on Aug 29 1 was 
at Woodland Cemeter y [III V], 1 was over the Lake off Van Wagners Beach [HW], 1 was 
over Windermere Basin, and 1 was over Freelton [771V] (RD) . 

Northern Harrier: One m. was N of Kirkwall & Safar i Rds [HW] Jun 11 (RD); 1 was 
at Hwy 6 & Cone 6 [HW] Jul 16 (RD); 1 was at Grass Lake [ WT] = Jul IS (RD,BC). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: One on ten. Jun 4 at Beverly Swamp Reserve [HW] (BL); 1 
over Mairiway Rd, Burlington [HL] Aug 11 F (MJ);.l ad.,I begging imtii. at Westfield 
Heritage Village [7/(7] Aug 19 (BD). 

Cooper's Hawk: One on terr. at Pioneer Grove, Brantford [Bfi] Jun 4 (BL); 1 was 
over Grass Lake Jul 18 (RD,BC). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One ad. was N of Rockton [HW] Aug 12 (PR). 

Broad-winged Hawk: One on terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [77(7] Jun 28 

(RD,BC) . 

American Kestrel: One flew past Woodland Cemetery Jul 27 F (RD) . 

Peregrine Falcon: A first year bird was reported in downtown Hamilton [HW] Jun 
10 (TC); 1 tlimli ius was an early migrant over Mainway Rd, Burlington Aug 11 F 
(MJ). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Two were at 8th Rd E, Saltfleet [ HW] Aug 3 r MS). 

Ruffed Grouse: One was drumming at Pioneer Grove, Brantford Jun 6 (BL). 
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Northern Bobwhite: One seen at Ridge Rd & 1st Rd F. [HW] Jul 30 (JS) was likely 
from released stock. 

Virginia Rail: One was at Crieff Bog Jul 1 (KM) and Aug 1 (RD.BC). 

Sora: One was on 10th Rd E, Salt fleet [HW] Aug 3 (MS). 

Common Moorhen: One was on terr. at Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 21 (RD). 

Sand hill Crane : Two ad. with a flightless juv. were found at a site in North 
Dumphries Township [ WT] Jul 16 * (HW.MW), providing a first breeding record for 
Water loo Region and the Hamilton Study Area; they were seen again on Jul 18,21 
(RD et al.)\ this family group was joined by a third ad. bird during the 
following week, and the A birds were present up to Aug 31 at least (EM). 
Black-bellied Plover: One ad. was at Windermere Basin from Jun lA-Jul 19 

(RD;m.obs.); 2 ad. were at Kay Drage Park { HW] Aug 8 F (PR). 

Lesser Golden-Plover: Three were at a sod farm on Hwy 5 W of Orkney Rd [HW] Aug 
22 (KM); 1 was at Windermere Basin Aug 23 (KM); 5 were at a sod farm on Orkney 

Rd S of Hwy 5 Aug 31 (RD). 

Semipaltuated Plover: One was at Windermere Basin Jun 8 (MO and another was 
there Jun 17-21L (RD;KM); 3 were at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Jul 26 E (BL.KM); A were 
at Windermere Aug 10 (RD); the first juv. was at Windermere Aug 20 (KM,PR); 6 
birds were there Aug 27 (RD). 

Greater Ycllowlegs: One was at Windermere Basin Juri ).A (RD) ; 1 was there Jul 28 
F (KM); 1 was at Gulliver Lake [/W] Aug 6 (PR); 1 was at Flamborough Downs [HW] 
Aug S (RD,BC); the first juv. was at Windermere Aug 21 (PR); '6 were at Dundas 
Marsh Aug 31 (MC). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Two were at. Windermere Basin Jun 21 F (KM,RD) ; 1 was at 

Hagersville [ HN] Jul S (MS); A were at Flamborough Downs Jul 9 and 15 were there 
Aug 8 (RD,BC) ; 200 were at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Jul 26 (BL.KM); 10 were at Ofield 
Rd & Ath Cone Aug 8 (RD,BC) ; 5 juv. were at Windermere Aug 13 (KM); 60 were there 
Aug 25 (KM); 17 were at Dundas Marsh Aug 31 (MC). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One was at Merrick Field Centre pond [HW] Aug A F (BD). 
Upland Sandpiper: At Flamborough Downs there were 2 on Jul 21 F, 7 on Jul 28 
(RD), 9 on Aug 1 (RD.BC), 12 on Aug A (BW), and 8 on Aug 8 (RD,BC); 16 were on 
10th Rd E, Saltfleet Aug 3 (MS); 6 were at Mount Hope Airport [//fv] Aug 0 (BD) . 
Whiabrel: An early fall migrant was at Windermere Basin Jul 5 F (KR,AS,DC,MF); 
another or the same was there Jul 25 (KM). 

Hudsonian Godwit: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Aug 13*-27 (KMjm.obs.). 
Marbled Godwit : One was seen flying over Hamilton Harbour past CCIW Jun 22 •• 
(RD). , 

Ruddy Turnstone: One was at Windermere Basin Jun S-18L (MC;RD;KM); 1 was at 
Windermere Aug 2 F (KM); 6 were there Aug 10 (RD); 1 was at LaSalle Marina and 
1 was at Fifty Point C.A. [/VC] Aug 29 (RD.BC). 

Red Knot: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Jun 1A L (RD). 

Sanderling: One. was at Fifty Point C.A. Jul 12 F (RD) ; 8 were there Jul 26 

(BL.KM) and 2 were there Aug 29 (RD.BC). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: On Jun 7 there were 8 at Smithville Sewage Ponds (KM); 
22 were at Windermere Jun 8 (MC), and 2 were there Jun 1A-17L (RD); 1 was theie 
Jul 5 F (KM); also at Windermere were 15 on Jul 19 (KM;RD), 20 on Jul 31 (RD), 
50 on Aug 3 (BL.KM), 65 on Aug 8 (KM), the first juv. on Aug 13 (KM), and 25 on 
Aug 26 (PR); 2 were a( Flamborough Downs Aug 8 (RD.BC). 

Western Sandpiper: An ad. was at Windermere Basin Aug 2*-3 (KM,AE,BL); 1 juv. 
was there Aug 26 (PR), and 2 juv. were there Aug 29 (KM et ui.-). 

Least Sandpiper: One was at Windermere Basin Jun 8-9L (MC;RD); 8 were at 

Windermere Jun 28 F (RD.BC;KM); 1 juv. was at Windermere Aug 2 (KM). 

White-r limped Sandpiper: Four were at Windermere Basin Tun 7 * (KM); 2 ad. were 
there Aug 29 F ''KM et 3.1. ) . 

Baird’s Sandpiper: One ad. was at Windermere Basin Aug 3 * (BL.KM), and another 
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ad. was at. 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Aug 3 * (BS); a juv. was at Windermere Aug 22-24 
(KM;in.obs. ); 3 juv. were at Van Wagners Beach Aug 29 (RD.BC). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One was at Windermere Basin Jul 25 F (KM); on Jul 26 there 
were 4 and 16 at 10th Rd E and 8th Rd E, respectively, (BL.KM); 8 were at 

Flumborough Downs Aug S (RD.BC); 30 were at Windermere Aug 26 (PR). 

Dunlin: An ad. was at Windermere Basin Jul 1 (KM). 

Stilt Sandpiper: One ad. was at Windermere Basin on Jul 18 F (AE) ; also at 

Windermere were 7 on Aug 2 (KM), 10 on Aug 3 (KM), 12 on Aug 4 (RD), and the 

first, juv. on Aug 13 (KM). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: One was at Windermere Basin on Jul 1 F (KM); 1 was at 
Flamborough Downs Jul 9 and 6 were there Jul 21 (RD); 2 griseus were with 6 
hendcrsani at Windermere on Jul 9 (RD); also at Windermere were 20 on Aug 3 
(BL,KM), the first juv. on Aug 13 (KM), and 10 juv. on Aug 22 (KM). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: One win. ad. was at Windermere Basin Aug 26* (PR). 
Common Snipe: One was on terr. at Crass Lake Jul 18 (RD.BC) ; 12 were at 10t.h Rd 
E, Saltfleet. on Aug 3 F (MS); 1 was at Flamborough Downs Aug 8 (RD,BC.) . 

Wilson's Phalarope: A f. present at Windermere Basin Jun 13F-Jul 1 (KM;m,obs.) 
was likely an early fall migrant; 1 was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jul 11 (MS); 1 
m. was at Windermere Aug 2-3 (KM,MS); ] juv. was there Aug 20-26 (KM;PR). 
Red-necked Phalarope: An alt. f. was at Windermere Basin Jun 17*-23 (RDjm.obs.). 
Bonaparte's Gull: Three 1st sum birds were at Windermere Basin Jun 14 (KM); 1 
1st sum was at- Fifty Point Jun 21-Jul 20 (KM;RD); an ad. at Windermere Jul 12 F 
(KM) was likely an early fall migrant; 1 1st sum -was at LaSalle Marina Jul 23 
(RD); 1 was at Shoreacres Aug 11 (RD); 14 ad., 1 juv. were at Windermere Aug 13 
(KM); 15 were at Van Wagners Beach Aug 13 (RD) . 

Herring Gull: One pair nesting on roof of CCIW were seen from May 6-on and 
fledged 3 young (RD); counts of nests May 25 included 209 at Toligate Ponds and 
63 on the Hydro Islands (DVW). 

Great Black-backed Gull: One ad. was at CCIW Jun 16 and 5 iinm. birds were there 
Jun 19 (RD); at LaSalle Marina there were 2 1st sum on Jun 21 (KM), a 2nd sum on 
Jun 28 (KM), and 7 birds on Jul 25 (KM). 

Caspian Tern: A total of 3 i < nests were counted at. the Tollgate Ponds colony Jun 
3 (DVW), a 50 % increase from last year's total; 2 1st sum birds were at 
Windermere Basin Jun 18 (RD). 

Forster's Tern:- An ad. arid a 2nd sum were at Windermere Basin Jun 14 (KM). 
Black Tern: One was on the Lake -at Maple Grove Dr, Oakville Jun 20 (KM); 2 ad. 
were at Windermere Basin Jul 23 (RD); 3 were at Grimsby Sewage Punds Aug 16 (KM). 
WHITE—WINGED TERN : While in his observation blind on Jun 2 *, a researcher (DM) 
studying Common Terns at Windermere Basin watched a bird described as a White- 
winged Tern fly in and land nearby (tide PR); copies of field notes have been 
forwarded to 0BRC-, and if accepted, this would be a first for the Hamilton 
check!1st. 


Mourning Dove: A totally melanistic individual was observed at Windermere Basin 
Jul 19 (RD.BC). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Two'were at Merrick Field Centre Jun 12 (PR). 

Common Nightliawk: Two were over Ivor Wynne Stadium [IiW] Jul 30 (BW) and 4 were 
there Aug 12 (KM,RW) ; at Bronte there were 3 on Aug 9 and 30 on Aug 24 (GE) ; 7 
weie over Brantford Aug 10, and 40 were there Aug 22 (BL); 5 were over Dundas Aug 
24 (BW); on Aug 25, 30 were over Kay Drage Park and 20 were over the Burlington 
Beach Canal [HI.] (PR). 


Chimney Swift: Three were at W'oodland Cemetery Aug 29 F (RD.BC). 


RUFOU S HUMMINGBIRD : A description of an ad. m 
2S * (AG) was submitted to OBRC; if accepted, 


seen on Westover Rd [HW] on Aug 
this will be the first definite 


record of this species for the Hamilton checklist. 


Red-headed Woodpecker: One was 1.6 km WSW of Mount Hope [HW] Jun 9 (BL 1 ; 2 



ad. , 1 
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juv. were at McLean School Rd [ BR] Jul 18 (RD,BC) ; 1 was at Kirkwall Rd [HW] Jul 
25 (KM). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was at Dundas Marsh Jul 2 (RD). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: One was 1.6 km WSW of Mount Hope Jun 9 L (BL); 1 was at 
Westfield Heritage Village Aug 29 F (BD); 2 were at Burloak Woods [ HL ] Aug 30 
(M J) . 

Eastern Wood-Pewcc: One was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 29 F (RD) . 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One was at Bronte Harbour Jun 4 L (MJ); 1 was at 
Burloak Woods Aug 30 F (MJ). 

A cadia n Fl ycatcher : A terr. m. was present at Merrick Field Centre from Jun 8*- 
28 at least (BD;m.obs.). 

Alder Flycatcher: Two were at Pioneer Grove, Brantford Jun 2 L (BL); 1 was on 
ter r. at. Crieff Bog Jun 9 (RD) and Aug 1 (RD,BC) ; ) was on ten . at Berry C.A. 
[HW] Jun 9 (RD), an unusual location. 

Willow Flycatcher: One was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 29 F (RD,BC). 

Least Flycatcher: One was at Pioneer Grove Jun 4 L (BL); 1 was at Woodland 

Cemetery Aug 29 F (RD). 

Eastern Phoebe: One was on terr. at Middletown Rd 6 Spencer Creek [HW] Jun 9 
(RD); 1 was on terr. at Puslinch Cone 2 & Mill Creek [OT.] Jul 12 (PR); 1 was on 
terr. at McLean School Rd Jul 13 (RD,BC). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One was at Ashlee Farms, Ancaster [HW] Jul 21 (BL). 
Carolina Wren: One ad.,2 juv. were at Bronte Harbour Jun 5 (MJ); 2 were at Bell 
Homestead, Brantford [BR] Jun 7 (BL,KG) ; 1 was at Lions Club & Artaban Rds [HW] 
Jun 11 (RD); 1 was at. Warreri Park, Dundas [HW] Jun 12 (BW); 1 was at Shoreacres 
Jul 22,29 i Aug 11 'RD); 1 was at University Gardens, Dundas [HW] Jul 29 (BW); 
1 was at Christie C.A. Aug 10 (BD)-; 1 was at Lower Lions Club Rd & Tiffany Creek 
[HW] Aug 21 (BL); 2 were at Valley Inn [HL] Aug 30 (BW)-. 

Winter Wren: One was at. South Shore of Cootes Paradise [HW] Jun 22-23 (RF) and 

Jul 31 (BD); 1 was at Pioneer Grove Aug 11 (BL). 

Marsh Wren: Two were on terr. at. Foreman Rd Wetland Jun 21 (RD); 2 were on terr. 
at Dundas Marsh Jul 2 (RD); 1 was at Taquanyah C.A. [//A T ] Aug 16 (JM). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: A nest was found at Burloak Woods Jun 2 (MJ); 1. was at 
Dundas Marsh Aug 12 (RD et ai.); 1 was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 29 F (RD). 
Eastern Bluebird: One m. was on Middletown Rd N of 5th Cone [HW] Jun 3 (RD.) ; 2 
were at Grass Lake Jul 18 and Aug 1 (RD,BC); 2 ad.,3 juv. were at Governors Rd 
E of Lynden [HW] Aug 12 (PR). 

Swainson’s Thrush: On Jun 6 L,, 4 were heard overhead at Peters Corners [HW] 
(RC,LE) and 1 was at Pioneer Grove (BL). 

Wood Thrush: One was at Kelson Ave [MJ] Aug 29 F (RD,BC). 

Northern Mockingbird: One was on Powerline Rd E of Lynden Rd [ HW] Jul 21 (RD); 

1 was on Ofield Rd & 4th Cone Aug 8 (RD,BC). 

L oggerhead Shrike: One was reported from Van Wagners Ponds on Mar 28 * (WL). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: One was at Tut ela Heights Rd, Brantford [8/?] Jun 15 (BL). 
Red-eyed Vireo: One was at Woodland Cemetery Aug 29 F (RD). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Four were on terr. at. Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [ HW] Jun 
■V (BD); 1 was on ten. at Berry C.A. Jun 9 (RD). 

"Brewster's" Warbler: One terr'. ill. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 28 
(RD,BC); 1 m. was at the RBG Arboretum [HW] Aug 18 L (BW). 

Golden-winged Warbler: Two were on terr. at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 4 
(BD) . 

Tennessee Warbler: One was at Shell Park, Bronte [HL] Jul 18 F (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: One was at Shell Park Jun 2 L (MJ); 1 was on terr. at Crieff 
Bog .Jun 9 (RD). 

Yellow Warbler: One was at Shoreacres Jul 29 F (RD). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One was at Shell Park Jun 5 L (MJ); 1 was at Spencer 
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Gorge C.A. ( HW] Aug 19 F (BW). 

Magnolia Warbler: Five were at Bronte Jun 2 L (MJ); 1 was at Woodland Cemetery 
Aug 29 F (RD). 

Cape May Warbler: One was at Bronte Woods Aug 23 F (GE). 

Black—throated Green Warbler: One was at Westdale Ravine [HW\ Jun 1 (RF). 
Blackburnian Warbler: On Jun 2 L, 1 was at Pioneer Gove (BL) and 1 was at Bronte 
Harbour (MJ); 1 was at PetroCanada Park, Bronte [HL] Aug 22 F (GE). 

Pine Warbler: One was at Westdale Ravjne Jun 1 (RF); 2 were at Grand River at 
Hardy Rd [ BR] Jun 1 (BL); 1 was 3.8 km W of Copetown [HW] Jun 16 (BL); 2 terr. 
m. were at Indian Lookout [BR] Jul 1 (BL.KG); 1 was at Bronte Woods Aug 16 F 
(GE). ■’ 

Prai rie Warbler : One terr. m. N of Rockt.on Tract [HW] was still present Jun 6 
at least (RW.tn.obs. ) . 

Black-and-white Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); 1 was on terr. 

at Lennon Rd \HU] Jun 14 (RD); 1 was on terr. at. the Ball Tract [WL] Jun 14 (RD); 

1 was at. PetroCanada Park Aug 21 F (GE) . 

Aaerican Redstart: Three were at Burloak Woods Jun 2 L (MJ); 3 was on terr. at 
Berry C.A. Jun 9 (RI)) ; l was at PetroCanada Park Aug 21 F (GE). 

Ovenliird: One was at Burloak Woods Jun 2 1 (MJ); 4 were at PetroCanada Park Aug 

23 F (GE). 

Mourning Warbler: On Jun 2 L, 4 were at.Bronte (MJ) and 1 was at Pioneer Grove 
(BL); 1 was at PetroCanada Park Aug 21 F (GE). 

Hooded Wa rbler : One terr. f. was at Martins Rd, DundAs Valley Jun 17 (BL); 1 f. 
was also in the Dundas Valley in late Jul (MG, fidr BD ) . 

Wilson’s Warbler: .Two were at Bronte Jun 2 L (MJ); 1 was at PetroCanada Park Aug 
22 F (GE). 

Canada Warbler: Three were at. Bronte (MJ) and 1 was at Pioneer Grove (BL) Jun 

2 L; 1 was at Spencer Gorge C.A. Aug 19 F (BW). 

White-throated Sparrow: Three were on terr. at Lennon Rd Jun 14 (RD); an ad. at 
Confederation Park f HW] Jul 22 F (BD) was a very early migrant.. 

Eastern Meadowlark: 20 were at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Aug 3 (MS). 

Orchard Oriole: Two were at the Dundas Valley C.A. [HW] Jun 4 (MC); 1 was on 
terr. at Merrick Field Centre Jul 5 (BD). 

Pine Siskin: Two ad.,1 juv. at 36 Winter Way, Brantford Jun 2 (BL,KG) indicate 
local breeding; 1 was at a feeder near Ryckmans Corners [ HW] JuL-IQrlA (WY). 

Correction: Vol. 46, No. 2 (Oct. 1992), p. 33 

Wilson's Warbler -the date should read "May 12" not. "May 2" 

Please send your bird records for September, October and November by December 10 
to Mark Jennings, 3066 Northview Cres., Burlington, Ont, L7M 1B1, or phone (416) 
135-5210. 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 


648-9537 
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* * * * * 


CORNELL ORNITHOLOGISTS WARN AGAINST ANTIFREEZE 
CHEMICAL IN BIRD BATHS 

Articles in magazines and newspapers around the country have recommended 
using glycerine, an alcohol-like chemical, as a bird-bath antifreeze. Cornell 
ornithologists conducted experiments and consulted with wildlife veterinarians. 
They found two problems with using glycerine in bird baths: 

• Rather large concentrations of glycerine must be used to 
prevent a water bath from freezing. Glycerine is a low- 
level, toxin and has a sweet taste. Birds that ingest 
large amounts of the substance will experience elevated 
blood sugar .levels, causing hyperglycemia and possibly 
death. 

• Many birds bathe and preen themselves in cold weather. 

If enough glycerine is used to prevent the water from 
freezing, it causes the feathers to mat. Birds bathe 
and preen to enhance the insulation value of their 
feathers. Matted feathers are poor insulators and can 
be fatal in cold temperatures. 

A better solution to the frozen bird bath problem is an electric immersion- 
style heat.ei , which costs only pennies per day to operate. More information on 
providing a watering hole is available by sending a stamped self-addressed 
envelope (international postal coupon inquired) to: Cornell Laboratory of 

Ornithology, EIS Dept. N4C, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, N.Y. 14850, U.S.A. 

\ release from the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
Re-printed from TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST Number 431, November 1992 
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